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OFFICIAL U.S5. G.'_)\_?ERNI-EENT RELYSAS}LREGZ\RDING THE
sSouUT FOREAN CLVILIAN AIRLINIER SHOOTDOWN

soviet radar tracked +he Korean civilian airliner (flight
KAL 007) for nearly EwO and one half hours from approximately
16007 until it was shot down by a Soviet fighter at 1826%.
... ller, while enroute from Anchorvage, Alaska, flight 007 was
1. tefly in the vicinity of one of our reconnaissance planes,
an RC-135, on a routine mission. The planes were soOoOn widely
separated as the Korean airliner flew on, and the RC-135 re-
rurned to its base in Alaska where it was on the ground for
an hour hefore the shiootdown occurxed. At no time was that
RC-135 in Soviet airspace, nor werc there any other RC~135
aircraft in the gakhalin area at the time of the shootdown.
The U.S. was not aware that KAL 007 was off course.

When KAL 007 was detected by the soviets, they scrambled
jet interceptors from o base in gakhalin Island. At least
eight different fighters reacted at ong time OT anothexr Lo
+he civilian airliner-. The interceptor planes' radio
transmissions—~thelr conversations with cach other and with
their own ground control-—-were recarded .. .Although these re-
carded transmissions conbtain only the pilotsd voices and not
the Soviet ground contre:llers, it is cicar that the pilots
were responding to ordeLs when the fatal rockets were fired.

The U.S. Government made known to the world the shocking

facts o this incident as honestly and completely as they came

to us.
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